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of
500TH ARMORED FISLD ARTILLERY BATTALION

B y 1600 on the afternocon of 13 Octobdr 1944 the 500th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion had boarded the USS Sea Robin.
After one look at the ship,1stlt Peters decided to come over on
the queen Zlizabeth and jolnedus later. The rest of us were aot
so lucky; we stayed. Forced to remain delow decks so the enemy
would not think the Sea Robin was a troop ship (the enemy prob-
ably woudda't have thought that anyway), few of us saw the Statue
of Liberty as we left New [ork on the 14th . Je had a good view,

howewer, of a shoreline variously identified as Brooklyan, or
Atlantic City. That was our last look at the States.

Then followed two wecks at sea; two weeks which probably pure
ged all of us of any seafaring notions we may have previously ea=
tertaind. A combisation of cramped, crowded quarters, amazingly
poor food, and above all the unigue pitch, toss, and roll attained
P o3y by the Sea Robin did the trick, After lasting through the A$-
lantic , we werec floored by a record 32 degree roll in the Ned-
{terranean. %hen we finally arrived at Ilarseilles on the °3th,
most of us wers det9~miaed to elther fly or swim on the way home.

it was on shipboard that the battallon had its first casual-
ty. Capt. Bror 1. Anderson, our S~2, 4144 of spinal meningitis
on the 24th of October, and was buried near ilarseille.

on docking at darseille, our collective signs of rellef prove
ed Pﬂ“tuﬂ. The afternocn ef the 29th we left the ship on font
for our new home at Delta Base Section, some ten miles away uphill.
Led by our battery commanders, we disdalned the example of weaker-
spirited organizations and carried out bedrolls all the way. Final
ly most of us made 1% out to a bare, wind swept hill, our home for
the next ten days., Already there to welcome us was %hq_;ﬂvanco de-
tachment consisting of Captalans Rige aud Raryin., 1t Graber and
T/8et Rossi, Sgt ﬁinklcri T/5 Borden and Sgt Campbsll, who had spent
long ardous hours prepar ng for our arrival. o

| me worked. 8 cleané@sup the M-7's, the halftracks
b truokghoznd the peeps. We loaded am-unition, unloaded {it, and
loaded 1t ﬁp again. #e kept a big guard to prevent moonlight re-
quisitioning by less svTu ulous outfits, and we discovered there
was not a single aining"iiaka to be had in Southera France, Deg-
pite all this toll, we found time to absorb alittle culture in the
better hars of Garseil . ok
Shen Col Swanson tolé us that we were going in'c astlon with
GOA, we were ready and we Kno¥ i

csenting the pride of Freach rdilway, wers 3
!llotzzg §§'§3"b§§§§§§on for our mive up o Zpinal, Tylaenee of
:on by chevaul Wis all to prevaleat ia cur “"forty
a8t <laht" ears. but ws managed o clean EREE up maough for eighiv
eem men %o olimb on each one. Thcihalftrauka and trailers went on
flat cars, The firgt traln, 11th'ﬁuior-xurthl !n‘egnrg-,rlt tﬂon.
o Tovember fOllowed by Capt. %fce's brain the next day. Four day
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©-in®a box car was nc'ilun. But along with the s@aps, switches, and hot

boxes normal to French railroads, we had one interesting incident in
which Lt Graber attempted to race the train. The train won and ran
ahead of Lt. Graber for two days.

Yeanwhile Col Swanson brought the peeps and trucks up by motor
convoy. A fortunate few of the battalion rode up through the Rhone
Valley with him. But the luckiest yet were the gun section chiefs,
drivers, and battery executives. They had to wait a week after
eéveryone else left fot prime movers t0 arrivej the week was well

spent.

The last K-7 stragesled intoc our mpyddy bivecuac area at Charmes
on the 18 of Ncvember, where we were hastily completing ocur prep-
arations fer ccmbat. Twe days Yater €Ca was 2attached tc VI Copps
Seventh Army, full of expectation we moved cut in the direction of
St. Die. PRut our hopes were nct immediately fullfilled. After a
cauple of nights on the road-the first of many with CCA- we turned
north from La Salle toward Blamont to find that the French had been
there before us. ¥ith some twenty more miles of slightly confused
marching behind us, we closed in at last at the town of Lafrimbolle.
Fifielly there was nothing ahead of CCA But the Vosges lMountains and

the enemy. :

As Col Swanson had promised before we left the States, A Battery
was advance guard for the battalion. With CCA'S lead battal ion, the
624 Infantry; were 1t Miller and Capt Newman with their sectionsy
these were the first men in the battalion to hear the crack of mor-
tars and erunch of 88's which were tobecome so familar. When the
624 was held up by a read block, A battery dashed forward inte pos-
ition, nearly overruning -the CCA command post. But our virgin guns
remained silent until the following day. )

Along its route of advance the 62d was encounsering numerous
road blocks, Since none of these were defended in strength, no ar-
tillery concentrat ions were needed on them. But prcgress was slow;
high mouhtains rising on either side of the read confined us to
narrow passes, and continual fog limited our observaticm. We were ¥
road bognd 6onfponted with this situation, Col Karlstad ordered
the 48th tank battalicn toturn the German left glank and eatablish
a breakthrcugh along the axis 8t. Quirin-Abreschviller-Crandfontaine

ith the 48th.

Baker battery went W
: germans made a violent attempt to stop the
onrugg?;g :2§k:§:pr%§:dguns of the 500th spoke for the first time:
"In the earl} part of the drive across the Vgsges lMountains
noar’st Quirin the advance elements of the 48th Tank Battalion
ran into g strongly defended rao@ block. Artillery suprort was
badly needed. (Capt Adams, who Was with the forward elements,
radiced back snd B Battery of the 500th AFA want into position.

It wasn't much of a position, byt soon Lt Vincent kmmwxix J.
Hanneken had his six guns laid and ready to fire. The comnands
ame back, and Sgt Mike Wegsich'@icrew went into avtion on the ad-
Justing piece, %/ Mapvin Townsend maneuvered his tank in the dir-

: i powski set off the deflection, Pfe Arthus

ection of fire Grea
liateras took éaé.sgrszgg elevstion, and Pfe llarshall Bettes took the
Pound threw into the bpeech. Sgt Messich signaled thet this gun

was re and at 0847 nours on November 23, 1944, when Pfc llatera
palled the lanyard, tZo girlt artillery rouﬁd firéd in combat by and
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artillery unit of the 14th AD was on the way. It~ was the first of
many that neloced pave the way for victory."

Lt hOcker shot the firat observed mission, silencing and enemiy
mortar. He amoked an enemy OP and fired with execllent effect on an
eneny medium hittery. Cpt Adams and Sgt Bruce compubed data for in-
gepdiction fires which proved tobe very effective. The 210 rds that
Baker battery fired accounted for the fact that no ensmy mortar of
artillery fire eas encounted by the 500th, thereafter in the Vosges
Mountains.

‘ Buring the next two days the pattalion moved by a series of jumps
and halts over icy roads toward Molsheim and the Alsations plain. On
November 25 three German soldiers, the first of many nundred, to be
B tagon by the 500th were captures by the intepid C Battery maintenance
L. eTaW.

The next mission of CCA was tocapture the Slsatian sity of
Selestat in conjunction with other troops- At Holsheim on the
morning of the 37the we turned south toward Epfig. Ve went into
position at Neidernaiwhile the 48%th grove toward Barr and the 25th
Tk Bn penetrated intoGertwiller, . It was not long before we found
that we were up against a resourceful and well armed enemy. While
we were orgainzing our positions, the Germans
for twenty minutes. ast Sgb Paul B Green was killed, and T/3
Jerome Krutzch of the Medica was wounded.. That day ine full meaning
of the war was brought home to us. An orgainization does not under-
'tﬁgd what war is until 1t nas caulatiess; th en it knows only too°
well. .

The night of the 27 the Germans oountereaatacked. with the good
Alsatian civilians assisting them, a large force of Infantry infil-

trated into Gertwiller from Barr. At the dame time Germans tanks
st ., Teken b surprise we guffered heavy losses
e A v ¥ £f torestore the si®

bot . : antry. The next day we set ©O
h in tanks and - . e and Cpt Alexander and theri sections

u Jahnk

w:;tozﬁ §§t§°§§2355§§ tankers %0 capture Gertwiller. Greecn as grass
they first went up to the front in peeps. only tec retire hastily
and start digging jn an OF complete with BC scopes 1in plaiﬁivégzh
and close proximity of the Germans peside a crossroad on : ¢ e
German armor and guss had registered. They spent the res t°§ the 2
day dodging 88's and small arms, in the mead while trying o 1r; a
German armor and infantry 32 SENS SRR (i fir;tdgi‘ h?}n i.'i;lo
battalion concentrations fired by the 500th Lot 2 d°§ b2 n
with beautiful effect. Fifty dead a-rn;n; ':rp‘ingglz' tndo e the
building alone. When gesperate German i rz Cot: PSS =%
railroad tracks toward our opservation post, L £°tt°nt Sgt Parou=
bek , Cpl Edgar and T/5 G802 Se med up to drive them off with their
tlnk'?Spand Bar fne guns: Jtogether around 400 rds were firedon
Gertwiller, discouraging the Krauts 80O much that they pulled out the
next day. 5

- ged the retreating Germans down toward
the vgilﬁgz i3‘§t°;§,§§§§ ne 500th displaced into Gertwiller. In
its enthusiasm, A BYTY went into position sOme 800 yards short of

. pat there was no infantry to its right and front

3t Pier:
eXcept Ezrﬁiiizggﬁgirg, Luekily nothing happened other thah some
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jnternittent machine gun fire. The next day our infantyr assualted
gt Fierre after a fifteen minute prepartation observed hy Lt
Hocksr and 3/5gt Jeardoe of B Battery. .ne round hit a German amm-
unition dump which blew up with a tremendous explosion. The Krauts
replied from the direction of Epfig with some 53's, but five un
observed vol eys from A DLy (1llegal in the 50-th in those days)
put the quietus on theam and we took St Pierse without dfifficultye.

In Hovember, ¢the first month we were in actionm, the 50 Jth
fired 2281 rounds, tOOK thirteen priscners, killed maiy Germans and
wo nded meny more, and suffered two sasualties. Our introducildn %o

b;ttel was completle.

moved December Jgr from Gertwiller down toEpfig. With CCA
reverting %0 Corps reserve, at last we had a chance toecatch our
breath. BSut it didn't last; after béing attached tothe 36th Ianf.
Div Arty, detached, and attached tothe 17th Fi Group, we were finally
given the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 928th FA. Onthe
34 we displaced from Epfig down to Ebersheinm where we registered by
lisison plane for the first fime, Ascertaining the disconce ting
information that thers was littel between them and the enemyp the 8=3
section fired several unobgerved volleys at an alleged mortar position
and withdrew hastily, fooclwed by the batseri s. ,

Having been reattacked toCCA we started at 1900 on 2 forty mile
trip to Geiswiller. “e moved at night togoncela our intentions from
the Germans and tomaintain out high atandaxd;an}uirod by frequent
practige~of night movement., Between tiree and five on the moraign of
the 4th, most of us straggeld #nto Geiswiller. At 1ast we got &
much-needed rest.

C battery was detached from ths battalion on & Dec and assigned
to astask for ce of rhe 94th Recon S5qd. #hile the restoofo the Bn
continued its progran of maintainence nad rehabilitation, oa the

7th Charlis battery moved from Jeyersheim to Waantzenau on the Rhine.
Thers Lt Mi{ller and Capt Newman rired nearly 600 rds at enemy inf.

in Gambsheim, Two & 109's strafed the vattery position shortly
after nocn chow; when the vattery's ick-Ack opened up on tdom{h. £

Ge - the battery. Lt leroy moved
L SERIOEY. DR aholllnssid. of town, and resumed fire. later

to a ne the other

the o.fi.gg'ﬁzéﬁﬁ :gelliug the new posotion; evidently there Was &
Herman in to'n with a radlo get directing the Kraut rire. PT¢ Loyd
Nello was slightly wo aded in action and several tanks wers peppered

Wwith shell fragments. 7\§gﬂ'

The , grzfg’thtrn Alsace of the German lovaiders was
ﬁritftggiggzzogntoo:i:bor 8) the battalion was ‘ﬁ“g’;@ e s
DT toiy aing oa (loveniay fizgs. of 308 900 g2 0 027 MRy
from 1ts migsion with the 940, £70 the three firing batteries moved
Ve giprns ReR et i 11EF, while 5q .eet to Mietesheim, Here we
remained ti1 Des 11, firing a few TOURSS and waiting for the jump-
off. The onlj oxciicnint oscured when t¥o Kraut-operated P47'8
we-e shot down trying tostrafe Us. our attscks makinggood iatilal
;?Gtxiii we displaced £o areisbach the mornign of the 41th. There

fo Domald Mull of A Btr 1iberated a Kraut full-t racked vehiecle,
but wes persusded uad aress rogibe up to friendly iafantry. The
nezt day we moved out in a field short of Worth, wheve for the Tirst
time wé found teller mines in our gun pesitions.
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A1l our displacements were made with great difficulty.
Heavy fall rains had made every field a sea of bottomless mud.
At Griesbach we were badly stmdk; for example, "A" Battery had
to out down a small forest to get out. Near Worth the situation

‘was even worse. In black darkness the firing batteries had

to pull out of their respective quagmires, cross the Sauer

River, and go into position near Gunstett. Before the exscutives
nad completed laying the batteries, we were pulled back across
the river, to form a battalion column near Hegeney.

The 14th Armored Division had been committed. e were to
gsupport the 62nd Infantry of CCA.

After sitting on the road most of the 13th, waiting for
CCB to clear, we moved through the Jlagenau forest to Surbourg,
where we took up positions on the north side of town., Capt.
Newman, Lt, Miller, and Lt. Cotton with their sections handeled
our observation with the 62nd. Ffom Surbourg we displaced to
Sehoenenbourg, which had been liberated by two squads of infantry
and a 500th battery commander. Here a captured SS barracks
produced so many articles whose trophy value exceeded theilr
military value that it became almost impossible to squeeze our
T/0 personnel into our T/0 vehicles, Leaving Schoenenburg on
the afternoon of December 15th, we marched to Ingolsheimj
there we encountered a new deviece of the enemy - the boX mine.
There also the firing of afriendly 240 mm. howitzer forced Tire
Direction to give up the mansion they had selected a few yards

in front of the muzzle of the gun.

forward elements had run into trouble,
Ger::nnizgigi:r;?rmortar, and automatic weapons fire coming from
the high ground north of the town blocked our advance, Our
observers shot geyeral migsions on various Kraut targ;t:.
Lt. Hocker did a particularly good job on our bgiz p? n o
which was also a German atrong polnt; while registering

he burned it down completely.
Riedselz, the Germans
delaying action at s
witﬁﬁzfﬁ Egotizggp81egfiied 1ine defences, offering %itté:
regista t advance into Wissembourg and over tune rman
border 2geSo§wggren and Reechtenbach. Following closel{ behind
the 62nd Infantrg, the 500tk occupig%hpg:::;ggz alg?ggthalrich
% a ourg on : T

i;:;il"gad tracks Ln ;i;i%mgo fire into Germany,; it registered

i 4 byt ‘ s targets before the rest of the

and fired 100 rounds on variod f the batteries took

; W pourg eaeh O
FerzRiod grbived,. I Jissemt hoﬁse. (Naturally, there was Rno

over a Nagi hotel or apartmen 11 : b T

tary trophles smaller than a fou
g Tl T 1egatnm1iéir vay to the States. Pvt. Nartin
Pr“Gerbeig :igiesggﬁt nome enough to keep his Brooklyn business
operating for years to cOmee

rg Battery, gervice Battery, and the

0 b sarte
B SAy 478k AeEtquart day behind %he firing batteries all

CP group, who had been a
the way up, arrived.

o -
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The 62nd was stopped before the Siegfried Line at Ober-~
Otterbach. On the 18th of December the newdy -arrived 68th
Armored Infantry Battalion attacked. Lt. Wrathall, Lt Jahnke,
and Capt. Alexander with their sections were observing. The
day saw hard and bitter fightingjwhile we took the town, we
were unable to hold it. When two pl toons were cut off on
the northern side of ths town, Capt Alexander fired smoke and
time missions, enabling them to withdraw. Then we recrganized
and dug in.

For the next four days the 68th remained on the low Lill
south of Ober-Otterhach, The Germans had all the advantages:
high ground, obsesvation, the Siegfried Line, Also they had
artillery. Our OP was manned in shifts by $/Sgt. Bailey,

Cpl. Swanson, T/5 Manthei, T/5 Spilke, T/B Nocre, Ffc. EHornsby

Ffc. Rlee, Lt. Jahnke, and Capt. Alexander of "A" battary,

Each morning we had. to diz in a new OP, because each day the

Germans adjusted their 105's on us. The men manning the y

halftrack radio, in defilade half a mile behind the OF, heard

this on their phone: "Tre Krauts are starting now (explesion)

lst one landed short. 105 from due north. Time for the gecond.

(Bxploaion) Just over, Here comes the third; I'm ducking’
expossion and then silsnce.) The Germans inflicted some damage

on our OP nearly every day, but no artillerymen were hit.

The reason why the Germans were so anxious %0 wipe out our
observation post was that our artillery was how our sole
offensive arm against the Siegfried. Our infantry could not
move; at the extreme ranges of the pillboxes, cur tank guns
could do little damage. We could hurt the CGsrmans only with
artillery and they knew it. Continual fog seversly limited
our obgerv:tion, but we managed to knock out the_principal
German fort in the area with 8 inch howitger BORESNXXNIIRK
conerete~ piercing shells. It was the first time the 500th

% . L1so the first night adjustment was

had : rtillery.
madefi;7g ﬁgg:g ;nocked out an enemy mortar by adjusting on

1t with white phosporus. :
t. Paroubek, T/5 Woods, Pvt, Edelstein,
Pvt I? tgel?ganwgél;%.sgetton had s;t up their OP-on the right
rlaﬁk a? = h’ ;np been driven back twiee by m?rtar and 88 fire.
Lt Hogkterh-;v ne out with "Task Foree Shedd" to find & hole
1n.the S::gf;iegoLine- Surprisingly enough, Task Force Shedd

found no holes.
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i "An enemy attack is to be expected t;onight. Task Force

Hudde
The ag.g:gkr:::éfed---this message from VI 991‘93 on New Year's Eve.

viekye - ‘the' new year wa

8 more than a few minutaa eld th&
ggﬁagég-:;““ggg 8 general offensive with six div&umu’the Iﬂtﬁ,
mﬁ? Gmn;di 5%, 559th Volksgrenadier, and the femous 17th ‘88
| or DI vislon, Task Foree Huddelson bore the bm &f

the 94th and 117th Recon

- » Squadrons, the ene oured through our
= m};“’:‘; o iubing over the bodles of their own Aead, '*G"mgtt.ry
agein st 1 -O uf was shelled for thirty minutes at 10303 at 1130 and
the Moutenn Basrenthal was shelled, . By noen the Germans had ocut .

e g rhouse-Baerenthal road, cutting "g" Battery off from the

Wars “@ Pfe Bric Hoffman of Hqs, and Pfe Leo Fox of "B" Battery .

unded by shell fragments, end a ag. mo vehicle was Jmomd on{'..

s "
fast as goy o ner ﬂg't tn:%k;br_l Baeren : __:l‘ ylm-g cmr guns ‘were. Piring ﬂf

nda In the incredible time
t Wegan. As we pulled om

or r ¥ Wi o ﬁr'R
ositions, ve fo a bitter 3 guard act
'QM'},: th | ‘::’w i r Ackeack smmigs‘g»”
Btry, eat 'M‘ 11ed Germans with their subm m?chu lgf A
hﬂmta ore friendly cht};!,ana - g. _- iniped at en Acke-ack 1 : A
ich turned 1ts 50's on ~and eut her in two. . ;

Btry. ivu slightly wounded
0t, A Forward QObserver

could net be evacuated;
Vt‘kh his balftrack machine guns, es ok
: "i nmaw

% Fne bw 1ion attempted ’69 Vd&hdr w dm
tiy 3 Wﬁqﬂ: 3 the Ge 3",9 s iﬁ & 'ghnlr fire,
‘ '.'i«tncm wnsble to %r ﬂrt‘ne s fowe Btry.
i ,n overturned. Sgt. John i#ai lﬁd : abo were killed,
ap1, leonerd sous 55 111 lan ueu Wb
t . ;Lim Hintz were ﬂ;hnigd

Zabel, & 0
at lﬁﬂﬁ ;olv’l# ed i g. ﬂ»ﬁiﬂr@ul tg- Lt s gihm;te

o L ﬁ : whlle wgw had been Mr oentiﬁmf rm Barli
¢ Flo h&j w'f. had laid a L;a \_‘jm thoht{ory poaitiep %dﬂa, er

ad, Which had bee
e which '

R attack, Despite a stubborn, tenacious defense by the &2nd and Oiﬂunta
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at the time and piloted the girls around the battalion area, or '
maybe we should say flew low over our positions in his peep.

# The Academy eward pleture "Going My Wey" will long be reomembered _
- by memberz of tle S00th AFA Bn for thid was tke first movie presented '
to the men since the Battalion was committed in action in z’om'btr. i

*‘ " 86411 4n support of the 383rd FA Ban,, 105rd Inf, Div., the

Bl 500th was being registered on the base point by an observer from
the 383rd when in the middle of the registration the obseryer radiced
back "Battalion one round, I think I got an Amo dump.” The battalion
volley was, fired and ten minutes later when the debris and dust Ia d

£ 1“&3&13'1-’.“{’1‘4 the reglstration was continued. Thls incldeny Mmads
men of the Batbalion even more sure that their slegen, "The S00Lh h
mére acoldentally than the rest of the srtillery bavtallons hition
purpese", was correet, ' -

Even at this early date the men of the battalion were 1earnis
what the "Army of Oceupation™ was geing ® do, The lzek of actilv
on the VI Corps front gave the battalion an :ipotrw' ¥ Bo gaye
centrated attentlon to the mainte ance of venicles and equip:
sanftation amd persenal clesnliness., We soon discoversd that

L o kindier NS 3 LI g

tions were the ie - . R 5
T M e ke Rl ngue e dan o
1 On the 18th 6f February the battalion ageir reverted VO ' ey |
i Armored Division Milmmﬁ and ocecuplec ,,:{l';ﬁf of R é.’

n&ﬂg’ﬂﬂﬁl‘f and %tﬁﬂ”“’ France where we “‘“f-"'" %
month, R O T R R

| The seeond decorations were awerded to men gﬁam'to
| when on February 4th, the Bronze Star "’gﬁi"”” Resen Sebs i NoX
| Jahnke, Recon Officer, and 8/8gt Johm W. SRR 28, " e
| of Babtery "a", Later im the month lst IV,
lst Lt. Robert Hosl 1 :

| art Ho

b It. Wrethal alsc re
| The au&m m- nd
| M Luceri were awarded

T T

2% Cluster to the Bronse Star.

i

s were ST iy o | i
L i “_' 1 " L : SR l.
e Aoty e

Abnspraon pashe v stiviished s erervon Bk
m;ﬂm g OF. The FO Sgts., Paroubelk, -Stevens
ond their crevs, Shennon, Zigmoni, Chapman

l s, L.
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J‘r On Haster Sunday, #ﬁl 1, 19“5. the Battalion went on its' Easter Parade by

‘ crossing the Rhime River in the vicinily of lorms, Gemmeny. This was our first

\ mission under the XX Corps snd we were %o be the left flamk of the 7th Army, After
‘ orossing the Rhine ab ogo the BB ttelion proceeded to a rendeszvous area in the

town of Zielbach.

t On the 2nd of Zpril 1945, iffe early morming, CC"A" moved up to attack with the
‘ FOOth AFA Bn #n direct support. Resistahce was unusuelly light and few missions were
!' fired, As the attack pmsﬂuso@,un Btry , which was advance gnard battery, fired

" on enemy personnel attempting to board railroad cars to Sscepe our attacking

| infentry. Large mumbers of the mpidly shrinking Wehrmachy were wiped out, Other
missions effectively silenced a @ gol f-propelled gun and anti-tank gun, In the
firet days of this stteck meny P¥s were tsken by the batteries with WA" Btry lesding

the parade with 13k,

On April Wth, Ompt. Williem B, Rice, the commender of our Service Biry fell
into ememy hends while reconmoitkering s position for his battery, Sgb. Alfred
R, Hell, who wes eccompenning Cept. Rice, narrowly escsped capture. A% one bime,
while meking Ms way back to the sllied 1ines, he had to hide in a water filled
diteh while Gsrmen lorge drawn artillery passed along the road only a few feed away.

As the attack progrossed COMAM was b Xen into two combat tesms with the 68th
AI Bn end "AY Btry composing oned sad the UEth Tenk Bn amd the remsinder of the
§OOth &8 the other, s ; i

A" Btry whs kept very busy firing for the 68th for the next u‘f W ‘but
, A £9%h AFA Bn relieved them end they rejoined the Ba, Bhic -

The events of each day uwi seemed to bliov the seme ;.i-;.ﬁf*h‘h cneny
would blow bridges and sight selg propelled gins to hold our advemce. It seomed
as though & minor delaying action was sll the fight he had left, Snipers were
frequent and troublesome epd the enemy contimued to surremder in gre.at mumbers.

Our sdvence never-the-leas s was swift snd in & fow days wo could hear the
fighting behind us. It was a stmnge feeling fo hear American Artillery shells
bursting to your rear. ‘: ‘ . |

On the afternoon of April 7th the leading slements of the LEth Tenk Bn.
entered Neustadt. Ae anying them as artil] ery observers were Lt, Hi_im 0.
Turner snd L8, Frank Cotton, . i

4. Turner's MU tenk was the Nth in the column and Lt, Cotton wme following
t4é oolumn in hie halftrack, Onb the outekirle of town mo ememy vas observed but
as the temks spyrosched the centdr of the city, saiper fire began to rasin on the
ml1s of tho bamks, As the offyfnd column helted, Lt, Tumer opened his turre
to investigate the trouble. an d instent later he slumped over againsh the Mmll
as o smiper Wullet killed him imstantly. Opl. Johm Rossi, his ganner, was
wounded the ssme bullet. By this time the street had become & hotbed of smsll

amms snd basooks fire and as the progressed LY, Cotten sprayed esch window with
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his ,30 caliber machine gun to keep the sniper fire down. Hig position was —

extremely precarious as hs wes the only hal ftrack in the town and his men were

entively exposed to the towering bulldings on either gide of him. i
!

Ag the Battslion approachsd Neustadt the activity of the ememy increased,
Nevertheless positions were ccoupied and gun crows digmounted emd patrolled in
infantry fashion and succeding iR in killing or espturing large numbers of ememy
personnel . '

During this sction, enemy 152mm Nebelwerfers were falling in the btry positions’
and 2 men in "C" Btry were slightly wunded. An eénemy observer was spo¥ted on o
nearby hill and was brought under direct fire by Able Btrys M-7's. Nebelwerfers
contimied to herass our positione throughout the aftermoon but as ni ltﬁil ememy
activity suddenly ceased. In 2Y hours this hotbed suddenly became rear echelon as
 the 45 Infantry Division bypassed through us. ; ;i S -

 The next few days the Battalion had a vell earned rest as maintensnce and
repslr were conducted.

ae ?"‘.'?‘?“lh:: ;.m.,, coA vas sgain split in two cosbat tems, This time wd
. Btry was detached to swpport thelifth Bn snd the remainder of the Bn support
the 68th AT Ba, % e e :&

It 1a interesting to note tht ms our colum s penetrated decper into the
Redoubt, there vas & gremt increass of Air astivity, Daring the Lt g
downed two FW190's and sent seveal others on their way with smoke pouring from

|
them, In one of these ingtances the Bn AA crows fired several tl rounds at \
a plane with no imnedinte effect, but several minutes later out of t woods ceme o group

of T4 88 troops lined up hﬁhﬂu of twos cakrying a vhite flag &l On |
interrogation thoy stated that our AA fire had been so terrifying that they thought |
a whole division was attacking tim, b Y : ‘ '

ﬂuﬁhs this peﬂﬂ'd “hjl’ Dtlﬂ'. who wag Mwhod to the Lgth M En. wae al go
having s lively time as this extmct from thelr morning report will imdicate "Four
enemy planes FU 190 ceme over Jufffdd/ our position, One was hit end wag seem
going doyn befors i was out of sight. Znemy made a counter-attack thls momaing
but it was repulsed. Biry fired approx 0 rounds. H Section helped liberate
3 towns, BC and driver l1iberatel smmother, Biry laid on compass 4800. Fired
several rounds them changed %o compass 2100, Two guns laid on compass 48
time. we had them surrounded,® .

' 01 16 April Capt. Williem B,Rice, who hal beén missing in astion since Aprid X,
returned $o the Bn, He had been teken prisoner snd had escsped his esptors, the
2ud Penger Div. At 2000 that ssme day, while making a reconnaissance, Ospt Rice
ond his party vere smbushed and again he vas taken prisoner and reported to be
wunded, Capt Ezra Nownsn 16d the remainder of the party to sefety after destroying

the vehigle.
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dpril 18th found the Batitalion at Grubb after a drive in which practically
no opposition was met. At Grubb however higher hesdquarters reported that the
enemy Was preparing to attack in three divigion strength on a line extending
from Yeumarkt to Feucht., Orders were to hold our po.itton. nsing all avallsble
wespons, Steps were taken to improve our perimeter and ms the German attack
progregsed our right flemk becems emposed. At one time during the attack the
Battalion had batteries firimg im opposite directions. As the attack progressed,
CC"BY, the unit on our right, repulged the enemy through a series of counter-attacke

snd restored their lines. | .

Neumarit st this time sppesred to be the enemy strong point as the U84h Tenk

Bn. hed been attacking it without success. An uwltimatum was given to the ememy

to garrender the town or have it destroyed smd our troops were ordered to withdwaw,
Prepavations were made for artillery and air bombsrdment of Neumarkt, On tmma)th

of April, having received no message from the enemy regerding the ultimstum, we

wpheld our promise and vith the goreeming roar of dive bombers, the crash of artillery,
we degtroyed Neumarkt. Two days later ss we wers leaving the ares, the town was

still & mass of flames. Today Nemarkt is a tribute to the German people from their

own 88 trops.

Tollowing this action, the dvision was sbtached to the 111 Corps of the Phird
Army smd agein the Battalion was in CC"A* in direct support of th B AIB. Our
next objective was Yo siese crosbings of the Damube, The Division comtimued on its
mission and moved rapldly to the scuthwest meeting 1ight resistence. Town after
town was taken without firing » shot., The biggeat difficulty encountered wers the
many etreams to DO Crossed over which all bridges had beem blown,

As we moved to the southeast, deeper into the heart of the redoubs, we begen
$o understend the secrst of Nazi Germany. An endkess stresm of humsmity passing in
the opposite direction. Liberated PW's, slave laborers of every nationslity. Slaves
of the German Reich who supplied laebor for Hitlers wer indugtry end fams, We ghall
never forget the some gix thoussnd (zechoslovacliens we liberated near Mainburg. who
hadn't esten in six days. The mmkeh, hollow cheeks and glezed look of starvation
in their eyes, or the tears of leppiness that were shed 2s they grasped our hands,
That moming, as never before, the fact was brogght lome to us why we were here
fighting this wer. Ve moved on with a new determimetion. This must never heppen

again md Germsmy must pay for her crimes,

Continuing on our mission, the Damube was crossed at 1330 28 of fpril 1945,
Orders were received %o continueo on to the town of Landsihnt, Moving very swiftly
againgt 1ight resistamce our columns moved on to resech their objective snd liberaste
the lugh PV camp at Mooseberg where Sgt ¥, A, Thomas of Baker Btry found his
brother §/Sgt James Thomas among the liberated prisoners,

orders wore woesived to attmek #nd sieze crossings over the Inn River
and ot the Dnd of May the Bn reached the river,
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On the 2nd of May, near themvillage of Erharting, over the radio of Baker
Batterys Executive 0fficer came the familiar words "Fire Mission, Fnemy vehicle
will adjust? 1st Lt Hanneken quickly picked up the telephone and talked to Sgt
Messick, the Chief of Section on f1 gan. -- Base deflection right W, 51 %0,
Mev. 270. Bettis, No, 1 man, spun the elevating handwheel as the muzzle of the
199*‘%1%;92 swng to meet the sky, Komélsky, No. 2 man, received the shiny brass
ghall from Xuettener who, assisted by Townsend, had prepared the powder lots.
Komel gley rammed the shell into the bregch. Sgb Messlck raised his hand — Fire —-
With a crashing roar the shell left the witzer., The last round to be fired by
the 500th AFA Bn sped on 1ts way into Germsn territory. This marked the 4pg9sth
round to be fired by this Battelion into Germen ¥E£F{¥dff/ Amy. Sgt Nessick
and hig section, by stramge coincidence, aslso fired the first round to be fired
by the Battalion when we were first comuitted into action in the Vosges Mountains,

And so with the end of hostilitlies on May 9th the long trek across Al sace
and Germeny ended and the 500th began its duties as occupational troops which we
are st41l in the peinful process of perfomming,
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